Caught in the snare of deception: an exploration of the psychology of being deceived through two novels of Henry James.
Although all of us become deceived at times, certain individuals are particularly prone to be caught in the snare of deception. The author uses novels by Henry James to explore two pathways by which these vulnerable individuals become deceived. The Portrait of a Lady (1881) illustrates the dynamics of someone who is not chronically deceived, but who surrenders to a deceptive object in order to escape from conflict and pain. The Golden Bowl (1904) illuminates the situation of someone for whom being deceived is a more chronic state, one that mirrors a false internal world. The author considers the obstacles that one encounters when one attempts to emerge from the state of being deceived and the difficulties that the deceived patient presents for the analyst.